
 It is hard to believe that I am already writing 
the final blog of our journey. Looking back on the entire 
experience, I would not change a single thing about it. 
My peers were incredible, the Italians were openhearted, 
and my teachers were determined. The past four weeks 
have been filled with some of the best experiences of 
my life, but also some of the worst… What people don’t 
realize is that sometimes studying abroad is tough and 
it can get pretty harsh along the way. Experiencing these 
feelings felt bizarre and wrong, I should be ecstatic 24/7 
that I am living, studying, and traveling abroad right! 
Feeling quite confused, I was taken aback and was quite 
relieved when I saw a quote from the late Anthony 
Bourdain. For those of you who do not know the name, 
he traveled the world experiencing different cultures 
as a celebrity chef, author, and travel documentarian. 
Regrettably, he took his own life on June 8th, 2018. Con-
sequentially, Twitter experienced a flood of Bourdain’s 
quotes and one in particular stood out to me, “Travel 
isn’t always pretty. It isn’t always comfortable. Some-
times it hurts, it even breaks your heart, But that’s OK. 
The journey changes you; it should change you… You 
take something with you. Hopefully, you leave some-
thing behind.” Getting homesick, experiencing culture 
shock, becoming sick, witnessing tragic events, and 
terrible people is NORMAL, and it is an aspect of the 
journey that helps you to grow. So on behalf of everyone 
in my program I can say that we are all extremely grate-
ful for these experiences and this chance to help us grow 
as young adults.

The Last Blog

 The final day that wrapped up these incredible 
times was solemn yet gratifying. We started out the day 
by visiting the Misericordioso church by R. Meier also 
know as the Jubilee.  This church was built in 1996 and 
takes a modern play on the dome structure of the classic 
church. Its large white curved planar structures con-
trasting with the rectilinear insides pose as a very clever

appearance to the modern viewer. The unusual structure 
of the church was encouraged by Pope John Paul II to 
rejuvenate parish life within Italy. The idea of rejuvena-
tion leads me to make connections between the experi-
ences I had at this church to the overall experience I’ve 
had studying abroad.  New ways of design, new ways 
of thinking, a refreshing outlook on something you 
thought could never be different, the idea that you can 
never stop learning, brings me to yet another spectacu-
lar quote by Anthony Bourdain “Maybe that’s enlight-
enment enough: to know that there is no final resting 
place of the mind; no moment of smug clarity. Perhaps 
wisdom… is realizing how small I am, and unwise, 
and how far I have yet to go.” So as we started our “last 
supper” together in a small Italian restaurant, we all sat 
together in peace and understanding that this was not 
the end, but the beginning, the jubilee, of a long life of 
adventure, tough lessons and most importantly trav-
el. Saying goodbye to a beloved professor was sad but 
further encouraging with the idea that there are endless 
doors to open and experiences to be made. All of the 
sights, the sketches, and the meals all came together to 
create an unforgettable and encouraging memory for us 
all.

 So that wraps it up, folks, and thank you for all 
the support and for staying tuned. Ciao! 


