
Citlali and sheridan 
 
 For our last weekend, many of us decided to return to the beach for our last free day to 
soak up the sun and have a relaxing day with each other. Before our travels to the beach we all 
got breakfast together at the cafe that is located below our apartment. We have all come to love 
that cafe because the 
workers have begun to 
recognize us and we all 
appreciate the friendly 
customer service. After our 
leisure breakfast, the beach 
goers attempted to catch 
the bus to the train station 
but because it was a 
Sunday the buses come 
less frequently and can be 
unpredictable, so we ended 
up taking taxis to the 
station. Our taxis arrived at 
the perfect time right before 
the trains left, and although 
we did not get to sit down 
the train ride went by faster 
than expected. The beach 
entrance we went to the 
previous week was perfect 
but many of us wanted to try 
one of the other beach 
entrances. The stop we 
chose was a much closer 
walk tot he beach but as we 
entered the beach we 
realized that this entrance 
was more expensive. The 
beaches here have 
separate entrances because 
each section as different 
amenities, so there is a choice on the type of atmosphere you want. We lounged on the beach 
all morning and afternoon and Molly and I took a walk down the beach to check out what the 
other parts of the beach have to offer. After reaching the end of the beach, we discovered a 
beautiful outlook over the rocks the created the canal separating this beach from the one next to 
it. The overlook gave a panoramic view of the Mediterranean Sea and the shoreline. The rest of 
our beach day consisted of Euchre games and floating in the Sea. Although the temperature 
and the water was cooler this time at the beach, there were a few of us who were determined to 
brace the cold and spend as much time in the water as we could.  
 Following our Beach trip, we all separately made our way back to the apartments where 
we met up with Allee and Bobby who decided to take the day off as a personal day for 
themselves. It was great to reconvene and hear about everyones day. Allee told us about her 
adventure to the pantheon to look around at the shops and take in the city as much as she 



could. She ended up finding a gem place for 
lunch that reminded her of Bagel Street Deli 
from school. The bagel she got had olives 
with cheese, turkey and veggies, and after 
hearing this many of us wished we had 
more time here to go and try the restaurant 
out for ourselves. this moments hit many of 
us hard because it reminded us that we are 
only here for a few more days and although 
we have done so much within the last 
month, there is still so much we could have 
done that we never got the chance to do.   
 For our last event of the day most of us 
wanted to check out the festival that 
happens along the tiber river on the 
weekends during the summer. It consists of 
a long beautiful strip of shops and 
restaurants along the Tiber river and gives 
great views of the city and the water. 
Because many of us were very hungry when 
we first got there we took a quick look 
around and then grabbed a bite to each at a 
restaurant that gave a miraculous view of 

Saint Peters Dome. Our dinner consisted of fun appetizers such as Bruschetta and suppli with 
our main meals being hamburgers for those who ate dinner here. Though this may seem odd 
that we would order something other than Italian food, they actually turned out perfect and no 
one had any complaints about them. The 
highlight of the dinner happen midway through 
when a group of young adults surprised the 
people sitting at the restaurant by performing a 
popular Italian song. One of the bridges over the 
Tiber was located directly above us and 
provided perfect acoustics for the group and was 
surprisingly entertaining compared to many of 
the street performs we have witnessed. This 
group was not singing for money but more for 
pleasure and it was a refreshing site to see. 
others passing by would jump in in the parts they 
knew and everyone seemed to enjoy the 
entertainment very much. Our night ended as we 
walked down the streets and ended at a 
Mexican restaurant were Paula ordered dinner 
and others of us got drinks. Molly met us here 
from her night of meeting up with her friends for 
dinner and we all got to hang out and spend 
some quality time together to conclude our last 
weekend.       



 On Monday we met at Esposizione Universale Roma (EUR) which translates to universasl 
exposition on Rome. There was an organization created in 136 to complete this project at 
Mussolini’s request. However, the exposition never happened because of the second world war. 
A couple of the main structures at the EUR are Palazzo dell’INA and Palazzo della Civita 
Italiana (Colosseo Quadrato).The class met at the Colosseo Quadrato to begin our day of figure 
drawing. This structure was originally designed as a symbol of Benito Mussolini’s fascist regime 
it was also used as a business center. 
The reason why Mussolini requested the 
construction of this building was that he 
wanted to create an abstracted version of 
the coliseum. Since the coliseum is one 
of the most well know pieces of 
architecture in Rome he also wanted to 
be known for it. 
 Ryan Davis was our guest lecturer 
today. We learned great new techniques 
for drawing a proportional and 
anatomically correct human figure. 
learning some of the basic proportions 
that we looked at were height of the 
human body and the length of a persons 
am span. The human body can be 
divided in seven and a half equal parts a 
section can be any length but should be 
proportional the figure’s head. Arms are 
actually longer than the body light, on an 
average human they are seven and a 
half to eight heads long. Since the 
Colosseo Quadrato has sculptures on 
every arch of the first level it was a 
perfect place to put these techniques in 
use.  
After three hours of sketching we moved on to lunch. We went to a really nice buffet that had 
everything from salads to huge tomatoes stuffed with rice. After lunch we enjoyed cafe lattes 
and a relaxing conversation about the trip so far.  
 When lunch was over we walked to Palazzo dei Ricevimenti e Congressi which was 
designed by architect Adalberto Libera as an abstracted version of the classical structure of the 
pantheon we can really see this on the top section of the building which is meant to represent 
the dome from the pantheon structure the difference is that in the palazzo dei congress building 
the dome is squared off at the bottom and only the very top is rounded off.  This edifice also has 
some columns on the front facing wall I the original plans they weren’t supposed to be added 
but Mussolini thought that it was necessary to add them in. 



 To conclude our day at the AUR 
we went to FENDI studios which is 
located in the Colosseo Quadrato it 
was a lot of fun to look at all the 
props they had from movies 
especially because most of the 
items being exhibited were 
interactive. A couple of us got play 
around with a green screen which 
left everyone laughing at the fact 
that Jake was running at the same 
speed as a car. We got to see some 
props from sex in the city, 
goldeneye, the grand Budapest 
Hotel, and we even got to see one 
of the outfits worn by Meryl Streep 
in the devil wears Prada. 

After spending some time at FENDI studios the group got divided a couple of us wanted to go 
back to the apartment and rest after a long day, other wanted to walk around and look at the 
shops around AUR. All in all, it was another amazing day of sketching, eating great food and 
being around great company. Even though this program is almost over we are already planning 
on getting the group back together once we are all back in Athens. We have all made amazing 
friendships and strengthened already existing relationships, we have all become so close and I 
can’t imagine not being around these goofballs after Rome. 


