
Ciao, Readers! 


	 We woke up on our final Saturday in 
Rome after a long night of sleep. It was our first 
day where our planned itinerary was not until the 
afternoon, so we managed to sleep in and take 
our time getting ready. The first thing we did was 
get dressed and head down to one of our 
favorite cafes to grab a quick snack before 
leaving for the Maxxi. We got together to play 
euchre before leaving as we always do, and then 
called a taxi. The taxi delivered us right outside 
of the Maxxi and it was stunning!
We learned about Zaha Hadid in our classes last 
semester and to see her work in person was an 
experience most of us never thought possible. 
Immediately it was obvious it was her work— 
the parametric design overtook the lot. We 
started at the cafe inside the museum in order to 
grab a quick drink and talk about the days 
events. After a quick discussion with Sir Vincent 
we were let off to explore the entirety of the 
museum. A few of us went upstairs while the 
others went downstairs, and we began the 
journey through the museum. The upstairs 
housed three contemporary art pieces, the first 
was a video. The video was projected onto an 
oddly shaped screen, and depicted graphic 
scenes like a man with his eyeball hanging from his face. These scenes were juxtaposed with 
scenes of animals, so we concluded that it was a comment on the “blind eye” we take towards 
animal cruelty. The next exhibition was a series of photographs of what seemed to be the same 
subject through different stages of life. The final exhibition upstairs was a video that was on 
loop of an animated character singing the same lyrics over and over while lighting a match 

inside moving boat. The lyrics 
were in Italian, but an English 
translation was provided, and 
it was very emotionally 
disturbing. The animated 
character was singing about 
wanted to “kick the bucket,” 
and it was a very different 
piece of work than what we 
were used to. These three 
exhibitions were sponsored 
by the Maxxi to support up 
and coming artists. The 
installations were immersive, 
and were beyond 
breathtaking especially since 
we are not used to seeing 
work on this scale. After this 
exhibition we went onto the 
next, the architecture 
exhibition. 



Being able to see famous and professional architectural drawings was so fascinating. 
We got to see what we want to do in our fixture careers, and they were everything we 
imagined. We saw work from bridges to subway stations, and some of the stations we actually 
got to experience. The train stations in Naples were highlighted in this exhibition for their 
ingenuity and remodel. It was so cool to see the three dimensional models alongside working 
drawings. It inspired so many of us to put ourselves at a higher level and improve our work 
even further in order to attain the goals of becoming great designers. 
The Maxxi in general was everything we expected from Zaha Hadid. The design was minimal 
yet stunning, the staircases seemed to float from nothing, and the furniture was not stylish and 
practical. The interior was one of the best designed spaces that we have seen so far. The cafe 
we started at also acted as a gift shop, and the space was inviting and exciting. The only 
disappointing part of the entire experience was that one of the biggest exhibitions was closed 
to transition shows. It felt like we missed out on a huge experience, but overall our visit to the 
Maxxi was more than expected. After we finished up at the Maxxi we started the walk over to 
the symphony where the rest of our night would take place until dinner. 

The walk to the symphony, held at the auditorium Parco della Musica was only a short 
ten minute walk away from the Maxxi. We began walking down the streets of Rome to our 
destination, joining more crowds of people that were also walking towards the symphony. As 
we drew closer, our excitement grew as many of us had not experienced a symphony or 
concert of this sort ever. It was refreshing to see people (and ourselves) dressed up because it 
seems like have not yet had the opportunity to do so. Upon arriving we searched for our ISA 
leader, Valeria who was meeting us with our tickets. The crowds of people began growing 
larger and our excitement continued to grow as well. Vince explained to us that the auditorium 
is composed of three concert halls, a large, medium, and smaller one that also naturally create 
a fourth, outside concert hall. Parco della Musica lies north of Rome’s city center and is home 
to to the world-famous Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia — one of the oldest musical 
institutions in the world, which invoked two prominent saints within the Christian religion, 
Gregory the Great (for whom the Gregorian chant is named) and the patron saint of music, 
Saint Cecilia. After learning this information, we proceeded through a long hallway and up a 
few flight of stairs in order to get to our assigned seats. We gathered in our section and filed 
into our individual seats. The interior of the concert hall was incredible for multiple reasons. Its 
size was outstanding, with red fabric covered chairs covering the floor of the hall’s interior. 
Warm wood tones accompanied the warm red tones of the seats, creating a cozy and inviting 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accademia_Nazionale_di_Santa_Cecilia


place to enjoy events held 
within. We sat on the 
second level of the hall on 
the right side, allowing for a 
great view of the entire 
structure. What was most 
amazing about the inside 
of the hall was the ceiling. 
The customized piece 
seemed to create large, 
modular shapes protruding 
from the ceiling that nearly 
fit together like pieces of a 
puzzle. Not only did that 
ceiling look incredibly 
unique, but it also served 
as a functioning ceiling 
piece meant to work with 
the acoustics within the 
building. Once in our seats 
we waited another few 
moments for everyone else to 
find their seats. The lights eventually dimmed over the stage where rows of empty chairs and 
sheet music stands remained. The orchestra made its way out, wearing all black and carrying 
all sorts of instruments. The symphony maestro began speaking to the crowd in Italian, and 
although we had absolutely no idea what he was saying, we could infer he was introducing 
himself and the talented musicians behind him. In no time they began playing their music. As 
someone who is not musically inclined or has ever been to a symphony, I intently began 
listening to them thinking they actually began until Vince and Paula leaned over and informed 
me they were simply warming up! It wasn’t long until they actually started. The music was 
incredible, starting soft and growing louder and more powerful. After being in a crowded city 
for nearly the last month, it felt nice to sit back and relax to some beautiful live music. The first 
act lasted for about 20 minutes. They then rolled in a large piano onto the center of the stage 
and then introduced the pianist onto the stage. He joined in with the rest of the symphony and 
played for about 15 minutes. After their performance we 
waited through intermission and then listened to the 
second performance, which brought out the percussion 
family of instruments including the cymbal, timpani, 
bass drum, xylophone, and more! This addition of 
instruments brought us louder and dramatic music. This 
performance lasted for about 20 minutes again and 
once over, the groups of people that made up the crowd 
shuffled their way out of the auditorium. We also made 
out way outside where we began walking to our next 
destination, DINNER! 

	 Our walk to the restaurant was only ten minutes 
and upon entering, we were welcomed by friendly 
servers, heavenly scents, and a warm atmosphere. We 
gathered around our table, ordered our drinks and food, 
and began chatting about our experience at the 
symphony! We laughed and talked for a couple hours, 
filling up on risotto, pasta, bread, and zucchini fries. We 
finished our delicious dinner with our choice of individual 
desserts. I ordered mandarin sorbet while others 



ordered a decadent chocolate cake with ice cream, and others ordered Tiramisu! By the time 
we completed out meal, Valeria informed us that our drivers were outside waiting for us 
whenever we were ready. We finished our drinks and began exiting the restaurant, ready to go 
home to sleep. 

	 On our ride home, we reflected on our day from experiencing the Maxxi, enjoying 
beautiful live music, to filling ourselves up with great food, and even better memories! 
Tomorrow is Sunday, and our last free day in this beautiful country. We plan on going to the 
beach (yes, again!) to enjoy in some R&R. As mentioned in many blogs before this, we will 
continue to live, love, and experience this incredible, once in a lifetime adventure!


Until tomorrow, Readers, 


Ciao! 


