
Hello again everyone! This morning was an interesting one because today the buses 
were on a strike from 8:30 am to 12 pm, which meant we had to get up earlier than 
expected to make it on the bus before the strike started. We had enough time to grab a 
cappuccino and cornetto before we headed to the bus stop. Though we knew we had to 
be on time to the stop it was a relaxing morning which has been nice compared to the 
past days. Many of us have been very exhausted because it is at the time in the trip 

where we all are exhausted, so many of the 
mornings have been rough and little energy.  
  Today was heavy with viewing Baroque churches. 
We particularly saw many works by Bernini and 
Borromini, who are the two most famous architects 
of the all the Baroque period. Though both of these 
architects complete works within the same style, 
they are clearly identifiable from each other. This is 
especially evident between the first two churches 
where you can see how different their styles can be 
even though they use the same types of elements 
from the Baroque period. In Borromini’s designs we 
see that he uses frames and boundaries to contain 
his paintings and sculptures, whereas Bernini tries 
to extend the boundaries and makes each paintings 
and sculptures look as though they are pouring out 

of the images and space. We see this especially in the last church we visited today 
which is drastically different to the first two churches that we  saw in the mornings.  
The first church we visited was Sant'Andrea al Quirinale which was an important 
example of Roman Baroque architecture. This church was designed by Gian Lorenzo 
Bernini  and constructed in 1661. The main facade explicitly shows its baroque style 
through the broken pediments and exaggerated sculptures. This style is reflected 
throughout the interior also. Something interesting about this church and the second 
church we saw today was the size. Most of the churches we have visited have been 
extravagant and have had large open spaces but this one was particularly small. it also 
stayed away from the typical cross layout that is common in the church formation. The 
oval like shape gave a unique perspective for the style of the period and the architect. 
Many of the design elements such as the darkly lit interior and the purple marbles with 
gold accents added to the space and reflected Borromini's style.  
The second church we went to was called St. Carlo alle Quarrto Fontane and was 
decided by Francesco Borromini.  The outside is quite muddy in comparison to many of 
the fascades we have seen in the previous churches which is ironic considering the 
interior of the church. The non classic design of the church is evident in the tall 
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Corinthian pillars and the frame work of the facade. The complexity of this church lies 
within the threes levels that it encompasses.The three levels can be identified vertically 
in order of ground level, the transition zone, and the oval coffered dome. Between the 
pendentives and the different styles of coffering, it creates movement along with a 
sense of uniformity. Here again we see the unorthodox shape of the church the moves 
in an undulating circular pattern, and this is most 
evident in the foundational shape of the church.Within 
the interior we see lots of attentions to space and how 
the space interacts with the body and vice versa. In 
contrast to the last church we saw, this one is much 
brighter because it displays Borromini’s typical all 
white interior design. He also includes many 
interesting design elements into his interior and 
especially on his dealing on the ceiling. For an interior 
which has no coloring he uses many floral pattern and 
especially in the sculpture work within the domed 
ceiling. The grid pattern of the space does vary though 
to keep a dynamic aspect to the closed and small 
space. Along with the church, there lies a crypt below 
which is where Borromini was intended to be buried. 
The space is very dark but mimics the all white interior 
that is seen in the upper levels.  

After this we went to lunch at a very nice place. It was an all glass building with a 
steel frame and one side had white walls and a white floor. The space was very open 
and had a cool breeze flowing through it, as well as distressed wood behind the bar and 
some greenery scattered throughout the place, all coming together to make a very 
beautiful space. We enjoyed a very relaxing and delicious lunch with some wine, and 
then afterwards had some time to spare between lunch and our next destination, so 
some of us went shopping while others gathered on the balcony to relax, drink some 
more wine, and enjoy the beautiful hot sunny day. 

When it was time to go, we all gathered and continued on to the next stop on our 
trip, the Chiesa di Sant’Ignazio di Loyola, or the Church of Saint Ingatius of Loyalo. The 
church is dedicated to Saint Ignatius of Loyola, who founded the Jesuits, and is an 
example of Baroque architecture. Designed by the architect Orazio Grassi, it 
construction was inspired by Pope Gregory XV in 1622. Shaped as a Latin cross, the 
interior is filled with corinthian style pilasters, with an absolutely massive altar at one 
end, gold ornament, wild frescos that span the entire ceiling, and a dome in the center. 
Except its not a dome at all. It’s a play with perspective that really messes with your 
head. The “dome” is actually a painting on a very slightly curved ceiling, that is painted 



in such a way that when you 
approach it coming from the 
entrance, the perspective 
seems like a massive dome is 
in the center, but the closer you 
get, the stranger it seems until 
you are standing underneath 
looking straight directly up at it 
and realize that it does not 
make sense at all. I spent a lot 
of time walking around and 
testing the different angles 
where the dome’s optical 
illusion worked and where it did 
not, and where some one could 
find the breaking points in the 
illusion where it suddenly stops 
or starts working again. The 
church includes multiple 
chapels, as well as a funeral 

monument to Pope Gregory XV who’s idea it was to build the 
church after Saint Ignatius was canonized.  

We then moved onto our final destination for the day, Il 
Gesu, or the Church of Gesu. The outside of the building is the 
first truly Baroque structure, and introduced the world to Baroque 
architecture. You enter and are immediately thrust into a wide 
open area that leads straight up to the massive altar ornamented 
with gold that absolutely dominates the space its in. It has 
Corinthian pilasters, and combines triangular parts with 
curvilinear aspects, and a massive, dominating fresco that 
covers the entire main part of the ceiling inside the church. The 
chapels each are dedicated to various religious figures, such as 
St. Andrew, angels, the Passion of Christ, and various other saints. It also has a 
massive pipe organ high up on the wall.  



When we were all 
wrapped up visiting and 
sketching this amazing church, 
we went outside and walked 
down towards Largo 
Argentina, which is becoming 
a familiar sight for all of us, 
and stopped into a very nice 
little bar there for a quick drink 
and to relax and chat before 
finishing up our day together. 
The bar had an amazing 
atmosphere, with an all white 
interior with colored LED lights 
and cozy furniture, as well as 
amazing cocktails. Some of 
the group absolutely raved 
about their moscow mules, 
while I enjoyed one of the best 
screwdrivers I’ve ever had in 
my entire life. I think it was the 
strange combinations of 
ingredients added to these 
drinks that were different from 
the usual that made it taste so 

good, such as the cucumber and chili pepper in the moscow mules, or the combination 
of adding a lemon slice and an orange slice to the screwdriver, but it made for some of 
the best drinks we’ve ever had. 

Soon after, we all headed back to our apartments to wrap up the day. We all 
knew that we did not have class until later tomorrow afternoon, so we made plans for 
the night. Most of the group went to enjoy a crazy night at the Gay Village to celebrate 
Pride Month, but sadly I couldn’t join them as I had already made plans to go meet up 
with an old friend from high school. What I do know, is that we all had a great day and 
an even more amazing night together in Rome. 
 
 


