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The Vatican Museum  

Dear Readers, 

Today was the day… The day of the Vatican City tour. We all felt that our whole trip had 
led up to this moment right here. It’s like going to Paris and seeing the Eiffel Tower, or going to 
London and seeing Big Ben, the Vatican/ Saint Peter’s is what you have to see if you visit Rome. 

We all arrived in the piazza of Saint Peter’s in the arms created by Bernini. As we a-
waited for all of us to arrive a few of us took the time as a great photoshoot opportunity. With the 
iconic dome of Michael Angelou in the background these pictures where nothing short of a great 
photo memory. Finally, we all arrived and it was off the museum entrance to meet our awesome 
tour guide Deborah. 

Once we approached the entrance we were greeted with thousands of people from all 
over the world ready to experience what we were about to see and learn about for some of us for 
the very first time. The tour first started out in the courtyard where we approached a guide with 
pictures about the Sistine Chapel. Our tour guide discussed the whole sign with us pointing out 
interesting facts because when we enter the chapel we have to be completely silent. As she talked 

BLOG 18 !2



about the painting on the ceiling done by Michael Angelo we were taught so many different little 
hidden figures. The painting on the ceiling told the story of God creating the earth, to Adam and 

Eve, to Jesus dying on the cross. (the iconic 
creation of Adam) The painting done on the 
wall in the front of the chapel was also done 
my Michael Angelo. This painting depicted 
judgment day. As the bible says judgment day 
is when Jesus returns to earth as him and 
Satan will have a war; all the Christians will 
ascend to heaven and the non-believers will 
go to hell. This is what you see in the painting 
in the chapel done by Michael Angelo. This 
painting has been restored in the 18th century 
and they left behind some hidden squares to 
show how dark the painting was before the 
restored it. An interesting fact about this 
painting is there was a holy man that 
criticized Michael Angelo’s work and 
questioned his ideas and skill. He was then 
depicted in the bottom right corner “hell” 
with a snake wrapped around his body biting 
his penis. The man was furious and went to 
the pope asking for him to have it changed 
and the pope answered with, “I do not have 
power of what happens in hell”. 

 
Moving on from the courtyard we entered the first hall 
in the museum which contained marble roman statues 
owned by previous popes. There where statues of all 
walks of people like, Augusts, Venus, Nero, Trajan, 
Hadrian, and Comoros; these are just a few of the 
hundreds of statues in the collection. We also talked 
about what the statues looked like as if they were just 
carved. Each statue was painted in full color hence 
why that's way we see them today, white, look blind 
and white. Another interesting fact is the majority of 
the women statues such as Venus have evidence of 
holes in the ears where they used to dress the statues 
with earrings and other jewelry. 

Traveling down the different halls and rooms of 
the museum we learned a lot of interesting facts about 
the objects. Many of us were amazed by the baths that 
used to be in the wealthy and royal family’s houses. 
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The baths were so large they could fit the entire family. Next to that we viewed a lot of coffins. 
Coffins where made of many different materials including marble, purple granite, and pink 
granite from Egypt. We also seen a fountain made of purple granite from Egypt called Nero’s 
Fountain.  

 Continuing on we saw two identical Egyptian statues found at Hadrian’s Villa. The guide 
told us that Hadrian loved Egyptian art so he had two statues shipped to him from Egypt. We 
seen dining room mosaics that depicted the foods that they used to eat; foods like grapes, olives, 
duck, and pork. One of the favorite statues that we seen today was Diana wearing garland made 
out of bull testicles, bull testicles are a sign of fertility. The next hall we traveled to was the 
tapestry hall. On each sign of this room hung huge tapestries over 10 feet wide and tall. These 
tapestries were made in Belgium. Another favorite hall was the maps hall. There were paintings 
of all of Italy on each side as you walked down the ceiling was also painted amazingly.  

 Next, we entered the Papal’s apartment where the popes at the time used to live. In the 
various rooms were wall paintings done by Rafael. In the one room that he actually painted 
contained a self-portrait of himself and a portrait of Michael Angelo on the body of philosopher. 
After touring through the apartment, we went through a contemporary exhibit of donated modern 
art and paintings. Included in these paintings was a piece from Salvador Dahli. After going 
through the whole museum, we finally reached the Sistine chapel which capped up our tour if the 
Vatican Museum. 
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 I don’t think any of us have ever been more tired and ready for lunch like we were today! 
The long crowded tour of the Vatican led to a few of us feeling a bit overwhelmed and uneasy, 
but as soon as we stepped into this light, airy brewery our stress quickly went away. We stopped 
for lunch as a group at a brewery called, O’steria Birra di Del Borgo, which served an insane 
amount of tasty home brewed beers that we all enjoyed! We were served endless amounts of 
appetizers as our meal, including there version of margarita pizza, spinach and hummus pizza, 
and one pizza that had anchovies and mozzarella. We also got our favorite, suppli!! Then they 
brought us there delicious version of there tiramisu which we all devoured in seconds.  
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 After lunch it was a difficult decision for some to figure out whether or not we wanted to 
climb to the top of St. Peter's Basilica, many were very tired and not wanting to wait in a line so 
it ended up only being three that climbed all the way up. The top of St. Peter's Basilica is the 
absolute best view of Rome and it is something you should definitely do if you ever have the 
chance to visit Rome. This Basilica was designed by Michelangelo, Donato Bramante and 
Bernini in 1506 and is the most well known work of  renaissance and baroque architecture and is 
the largest church in the world. This basilica is the burial site of St. Peter and his tomb is directly 
under the main high altar. St. Peter’s is a well known place for pilgrimages and the pope to give 
address the public every Wednesday, reaching crowds up to 80,000. The dome of the basilica 
reaches up 137 meters or 446 feet, and to get to the top you have to climb up through a tiny 
stairwell containing 551 stairs in total. This dome was used as a model for many other well 
known buildings around the world such as, Saint Paul’s in London, Les Invalides in Paris, and 
the Capitol Building in Washington D.C.. The few people that went up to the top of the dome 
were not at all disappointed and said the line was well worth the wait.  
 The rest of the group split up and went on their own ways and a few of us ended up at the Trevi 
fountain a site that is sadly, not on our itinerary for our time here. We when we got there it was 
unbelievably crowded, but we still found our way to the very front of the fountain to sit and 
throw our change behind our shoulders and make our wishes, hoping to end up here in Rome 
again one day. The Trevi fountain was designed by the Italian architect Nicola Salvi and later 
completed by Giuseppe Pannini in 1762 and is known to be famous around the world and  the 
largest baroque fountain in all of Rome. The Trevi fountain is also well known for people 
throwing coins over their shoulders, right hand over left shoulder to be precise. It's said that 
around 3,000 euros are thrown into the fountain each day, and it was estimated that in 2016 they 
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collected 1.4 million euros. The money has been used to subsidize a supermarket for the needy 
community in Rome, but still there have been problems with people trying to steal from the 
fountain. We only stayed for a few minutes but it was an amazing experience that had to be done 
before our time here in Rome is over.   
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	 To conclude our busy day in the Vatican I can say we for sure enjoyed a nice night 
of sleep and reflection on the day. It was such a special day for us to actually see these 
things in real life most of us only dreamt of seeing in a text book or on a screen. 
Everything from the sistine chapel, to the basilica, to the Trevi what a day it was. This 
day is really what dreams are made of.  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