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The Plazzo Della Sapienza

 & S. Ivo alla Sapienza

This Structure is
reminiscent of Baroque depictions of the 
tower of babel. The tower at the top is an 
“copy”  of the towers original image. 
The word “Sapienza” means Wisdom, and a 
symbol of the divine trinity. The 
exterior floor plan creates two  equilateral 
triangles also speaking to the divine 
trinity.
Pope Alexander VII Chigi commissioned 
Borromini to create the facade, in a Ba-
roque style. If we look the facade You see 
the 
curvature which draws you into the struc-
ture itself, as well movement of the pieces 
on the facade. “It draws you in and pulls 
you out”

Hayley, Nikki, Qin, Qi, 
drawing on site.

Class in the Plazzo



Piazza Navona
Originally a stadium built 
by  Emperor Domitianus for 
Games, and Sporting Events, 
and later Gladitorial Fights. 
The Piazza now-a-days is
783’ x 213’ an elongated oval.
In the Piazza, We find 
Palazzo Pamphij, Pope 
Innocent X’s Palace and con-
nected to the Palazzo in S. 
Agnese in Agone,  the larger 
domed building, which is said 
to have been where St. Agnese 
was martyred was designed by 
Borromoni. The facade is also 
Boroque as well with is 
curvature form it is more 
dramatic then renaissance 
buildings. 

If we move to the center of 
th piazza we find Fontana dei 
Fiume (Fountain of the four 
rivers), which represent:
Nile in Egypt, Ganges in India, 
Danube in Europe, Rio dela 
Plata in Brazil. The statues 
were designed Bernini and are 
also of the Baroque period.



S.Ignazio Di Loyola

This building began being 
built in 1626 in honor of 

the founder of Jesuit order, 
four years after the canon-

ization of Ignatus of Loyala. 
Orazio Grassi was respon-

sible for the plans while 
Andrea Pozzo was respon-

sible for the plans while 
Andre Pozzo was responsi-
ble for painting the interior. 
Adrea Pozzo’s ceiling fresco 
uses methods of illusionists 
painting to create a dome 
flooded with light. Our 

class thoroughly enjoyed 
sketching here, it provided 
a dynamic experience of 

perspective.


