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“Here (in Rome) I am a 
stranger, I’m somebody 
visiting, which is why I’m 
always aware of where I 
am.” 

-Alighiero Boetti,1982

 There was great anticipation the morning before visiting Zaha Hadid’s MAXXI 
museum (21st Century Museum of Art). As we approached the Flaminio 
neighborhood in Rome, we crossed over the Tiber river on the Ponte della Musica 
bridge. The elegant looking bridge surprised us with its contemporary appeal as 
it led us towards the museum that sits in a more modern style area in the city. 
The recently built structure has two inclined steel arches which help show a 
progression in Italian infrastructure design. As our group drew closer to our 
destination, the Roman neighborhood beside us gradually transformed into a 
radical architectural movement that was beautifully created by the Zaha Hadid.  
But closed gates blocked us from entering immediately, so admired from a far. 
While waiting outside, we appreciated the perforated gates outside that are 
ornamented with Zaha’s distinguished geometrical shape seen everywhere in her 
work.  

The avant-garde exterior of the MAXXI is a 
conceptually driven design that is not seen very 
often, especially outside of a city region. One 
would be shocked to unexpectedly pass the 
museum because of how distinctly it stands out 
compared to its surroundings. Only few groups 
of windows are placed on the façade and are 
positioned horizontally along the wall on a 
vertical slant. When finally entering through the 
main lobby, the space seemed immediately more 
effective compared to the pictures seen online.  
There is no comparison to the movement and 
volumes that take up the entire space. Zaha 
created the MAXXI for visitors to enjoy a 
circulation of stairs and paths transferring to 
each of the levels and exhibits.  
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The avant-garde exterior of the MAXXI is a conceptually driven design that is 
not seen very often, especially outside of a city region.  One would be shocked 
to unexpectedly pass the museum because of how distinctly it stands out 
compared to its surroundings. Only few groups of windows are placed on the 
façade and positioned horizontally along the wall on a vertical slant. When 
finally entering through the main lobby, the space seemed immediately more 
effective compared to the pictures seen online. There is no comparison to 
the movement and volumes that take up the entire space.  Zaha created the 
MAXXI for visitors to enjoy a circulation of stairs and paths transferring to 
each of the levels and exhibits. Parallel lines, lights and illuminated paths led us 
throughout the three levels where many floating elements were seen around 
and above us. Cut outs in the floors provided a view to the floor slab 
underneath and the floor below, which created an elevated effect.  We enjoyed 
the exposed concrete, elegant white curved walls and subtle divisions 
throughout the space with random negative space subtracted.  The senior 
class was especially excited to see the main reception desk in the lobby
considering they designed their own desks this past semester.  But they were 
not thrilled to see the reception desk computers exposed to the public…
probably only design fault of Zaha!

Parallel lines, lights and illuminated paths led 
us throughout the three levels where many 
floating elements were seen around and 
above us. Cut outs in the floors provided a 
view to the floor slab underneath and the 
floor below, which created an elevated 
effect. We enjoyed the exposed concrete, 
elegant white curved walls and subtle 
divisions throughout the space with random 
negative space subtracted. The senior class 
was especially excited to see the main 
reception desk in the lobby considering they 
designed their own desks the past 
semester. But they were not thrilled to see 
the reception desk computers so bare to 
the public…probably only design fault of 
Zaha!



Exhibitions that we explored consisted of 
art, architecture, design, photography and 
film documentaries. The artists showcased 
their work relating to their Italian lifestyle, 
promoted ideas to help improve the Italian 
lifestyle or compared their culture to the 
country.  Different societies were compared 
in abundance of goods, languages and visual 
and architectural references.  
 

 
 Zaha Hadid is a woman greatly admired by most of the Interior 
Architecture students in the Ohio University program. As most of us are 
females, seeing another woman’s creative energy successfully built is an awe-
inspiring sight for our young eyes. It was a compelling morning for everyone 
where we found not enough time to absorb every exhibit and immerse 
ourselves in every architectural element inside and out of the museum. 
Visiting a major institute in the contemporary design world significantly 
impacted each one of our design perspectives and ideas. The MAXXI is the 
polar opposite compared to the ancient ruins that we have been focusing on in 
Italy.  The architectural contrast visually shows a progression that must be 
appreciated when wanting to partake in modern design.  As a group, we are 
learning to understand the built environment through an evolution. This historic 
progression includes a rich background to help create a realistic future in 
architecture and design.  

 After a relaxing lunch in the MAXXI Museum courtyard, the class walked in 
search of our next destination, Villa Borghese. Along the way, we noticed an 
unusual amount of young Italian students walking the streets covered in 
Ketchup, flour, eggs, and water.  Most of them were cleaning off in fountains 
along the streets.  A few hundred yards later, we witnessed an entire park 
covered in students, laying in the grass, standing in fountains, and spraying 
each other with shaving cream.  We eventually came to the conclusion that 
these students were not just being reckless, they were celebrating.  Taking into 
consideration the time of year and their joyous dispositions, we all assumed 
they were just released from their final day at school for the year.  Being 
students ourselves, we know there’s no better reason to celebrate! 



Another ten minutes of walking led us straight 
into the Borghese gardens; green as far as 
the eye could see, which was a nice change 
of scenery from the rigidness of the city.  The 
gardens were also sprinkled with ketchup and 
egg, but nothing a little rain wouldn’t wash 
away.  The joy of the younger students really 
seemed to help lighten the mood of everyone 
in the park.  Upon arrival to Villa Borghese, the 
students stopped for a quick water refill, to 
help ease the intensity of the heat of the day.

 Villa Borghese is the largest public park in Rome.  It is home to a lake, 
fountains, statues, temples, and museums. Located just north of the Spanish 
Steps, and sold by Borghese family in 1903, the Museo e Galleria Borghese, is 
home to hundreds of paintings and sculptures. Two floors of maze-like rooms 
led each of us back in time with the viewing of work by artists such as Bernini 
and Raphael. Spending about an hour and a half at the museum left the 
students with the rest of the day to explore the grounds. Two Juniors, Jordan 
and Angela, found a lookout nestled toward the back of the path. They both 
expressed how amazing the view was, and were awestruck by how vast the city 
truly is.  Other students later discovered they had discovered the same 
location, and agreed to feeling overwhelmed by the amazing scenery.  



The students were free to make their way home on 
their own, but everyone stayed with at least one 
other person.  Even after three weeks walking, a lot 
of the same streets several times, mostly everyone 
will admit to easily getting confused about locations.  
Some students chose to stop for some shopping or 
gelato on the way back to the apartments, while 
others chose to arrive home as quickly as possible, 
other used the time for packing for the three day 
trip to Assisi the following day.  The day proved to 
be exciting, yet relaxing, and the visit to two art 
museums provided new examples of the classic and 
modern artwork of Rome, Italy.

-Angela Starosta & Alex McDonald
Alex Brewer sketches 
behind the gallery


